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Dear Friends 

I write this just before Pentecost when the gift of the Holy Spirit was sent to the 

disciples, as we read in the Acts of the Apostles.   At the same time we are within 

touching distance of coming fully out of Britain’s COVID lockdown.  Yet, as the 

Indian variant is still an unknown quantity, we have to contend with some 

continued sense of uncertainty about what will happen.     

This must be a pale shadow of the fear the disciples felt after Jesus was crucified 

when they hid behind locked doors together but it is a parallel of sorts.  Yet within 

a short space of time the disciples were blessed with the Holy Spirit and were 

given gifts which enabled them to reach a widely diverse, multi-ethnic community 

with several different native languages and it was joyful.   Over the centuries since 

then the church has grown to reach every corner of the earth and in the last year 

Christians throughout the world have been united in praying for God’s gift of grace 

and healing.   The Christian message of faith hope and love has sustained many of 

us in what would have been unimaginable challenges only two years ago. 

So we are the inheritors of that first Pentecost when the Christian message was 

available to people across the known world and is equally available to us in our 

more inter-connected world where everything, including pandemics, can be 

shared so quickly.   Our Christian faith teaches us how to respond to individual 

crises.  People have said that the pandemic has been a time when communities 

have come together, neighbours have become friends, barriers are broken down, 

nature has been cherished and as Christians we thank God for this.     

As our churches are opening for morning worship over the next few weeks we ask 

for a blessing on all our congregations to give us faith hope and love and the 

wisdom to know what can be done, what should be done and to be united in 

seeking to find the way ahead with confidence.    For those of us who have joined 

the zoom services we are so grateful to Mal and Daleen for leading us in forming 

an online church community. 

We will never forget 2020-2021 for all the heartache but I hope we will remember 

the lessons it taught us as a present to the future.    And let’s hope that it is in the 

past. 

 

 

Andrea  Baker 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

CHANGE of  PLAN 

for  

Revidge Fold URC Sunday Services 

 
As you are aware, we had planned to open our church starting on 13

th
 June 

for Sunday Worship. You are also, no doubt, aware that our church lies in 

the midst of postcode area ‘BB1 8..’ which (at the time of writing) has the 

highest number of positive Covid rates of infection per 100,000 in the UK. 

 

Taking these factors into consideration and after much thought and prayer, 

we have decided to postpone the opening of Revidge Fold URC for 

Sunday services until we are no longer a ‘hotspot’ for the spread of 

Covid. 

 

We know that many of you were looking forward very much indeed to 

worshipping together at Revidge Fold after 15 months of ‘staying at 

home’.  We, too, are disappointed to postpone the re-opening but….we 

have to consider our duty in caring for and keeping safe all of our 

congregation at this time.  We ask for your patience and understanding in 

this matter. 

Your Elder will let you know when the church will re-open. 

 

Blessings to you all,  Revidge Fold Elders. 

 

~~~~~~~~~#######~~~~~~~~~ 

Our church hall, chapel and lounge have been well used since mid-May by 

the NHS in encouraging the public to have a vaccine and take a test. 
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Mal and Lorraine Breeze 
The Manse 

8 Kingfisher Close 
Blackburn BB1 8NS 

01254 674862 

Dear Friends, 

We hope you are all keeping well and looking forward to the summer and hopefully nice weather and 
possibly the opportunity to go on holiday, Lorraine and I will be on holiday from 10th – 25th June. 

My work continues to be carried out using Zoom for various activities; worship, meetings, training sessions, 
social gatherings, art and craft and quiz nights to name a few, but I can’t wait to be able to get back out 
into the community and physically resuming work with groups, schools and churches. 

I am grateful for the support, understanding and care that has been shown to Lorraine and I during the 
pandemic which has made the adaption to my work so much easier, it has certainly been a great learning 
curve for us all as we’ve had to learn new skills. 

Now that things are easing up and we hope to be able to worship in our church buildings again I’m 
conscious that some people may not be able to do so and, with that in mind, I’ve undertaken to do a  
Zoom communion service on the FIRST Sunday of each month starting on SUNDAY 6th JUNE particularly 
for our East Lancashire Missional Partnership but all are welcome. I’m also hoping to arrange for Zooms 
services to take place each Sunday for as long as they are needed so watch this space!!! 

The weekly Morning Prayers will continue every Tuesday and the Prayer Breakfasts usually on the 3rd 
Saturday of each month and again all are welcome to join us as we reflect and offer our prayers and 
concerns to God and discern His will for us in these difficult times. The quiz nights will also continue to take 
place but monthly rather than fortnightly, the dates of these Zoom activities are as follows; 

Communion Services at 10.30am: 

Sunday 6th June, Sunday 4th July, Sunday 1st August, Sunday 5th September, 3rd October, 7th November and 
Sunday 5th December. 

Morning Prayers – every Tuesday at 9.30am – 10.00am: 

Prayer Breakfasts at 10.30am: 

Saturday June 26th, Saturday 17th July, Saturday 1st August, Saturday 18th September, Saturday 16th 
October, Saturday November 20th and Saturday 18th December. 

Quiz nights: 

Friday 4th June, Friday 2nd July, Friday 6th August, Friday 3rd September, Friday 8th October, Friday 5th 
November and Friday 3rd December 

It would be good if you could join us for some or all of these activities. Don’t worry if you are on your own 
you can still take part in the Quiz Nights as I’ll pair you up with someone using breakout rooms. 

Finally, we hope that you all have a blessed summer and we’ll look forward to seeing you all in person 
hopefully in the not too distant future. 

Keep well and keep safe, 
Shalom, our friends, Shalom. 

Mal and Lorraine 

P.S. If you don’t have a computer to access my Zoom services, you can always use your telephone. See 
the back page for instructions. 
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Last year, because of the Coronavirus, we 

were unable to have our usual soup and scone 

Sunday lunch on behalf of the above charity. 

Unfortunately, this year it was again not possible to hold the lunch during Christian 

Aid week, which was from the 10
th
 to the 16

th
 May. Consequently, an alternative 

method has been suggested for raising the money. In the June edition of Letters from 

Lockdown, you will find an empty Christian Aid envelope. In this can be placed your 

financial contribution. Please give your envelope to your Elder or your Revidge Fold 

Church contact person when they next call or you can pop it into 41 Grasmere 

Avenue.  

 

NB. If you are a UK taxpayer you can make your donation worth 25% more by filling 

in the Gift Aid form (which is attached to your envelope), tearing it off and placing it 

in the envelope with your donation. Your address is needed to confirm that you are a 

current UK taxpayer. 

 

Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation in this matter. 

 

 

This year Christian Aid is once again tackling Climate Change and Florence’s story 

tells us how much she has appreciated the help given by Christian Aid and its 

partners. 

 

Florence’s story 

A few years ago her husband died leaving her a widow.  At that time, she had no 

water to grow crops and her children were hungry. She had to walk for hours on a 

dangerous journey to collect water. ‘Life was miserable’ she told us. 

Florence could easily have been defeated but Florence is a fighter and she shows 

other women how they also can be fighters. Next to her farm, Florence is proud to 

show us something remarkable – a dam, full of fresh water, just a short walk from the 

village and provided by Christian Aid and one of its partners. With this dam Florence 

can grow tomatoes, papayas and chillies and her children can eat healthy, nutritious 

vegetables. It’s her source of life and joy. 

Florence also uses the water from the dam to keep honey bees and she sells the rich, 

golden honey for cash at the market. Florence is now reaping a good life for herself 

and her family.  

The dam gives Florence strength to withstand the most unpredictable weather. It’s a 

reliable water source whether she faces a long drought or relentless rainstorms.     

                                                 

Ellis Metcalfe 
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A PRAYER TO SAY WHEN WE BREW UP….. 

Tea-time prayer  

 

God of all of life, waiting for the water to boil 

we confess and lament the rise of 

temperature that has led to a climate crisis 

across this beautiful planet.  

We wait, impatient for change.    

  

Pouring out hot water on loose-leaf or 

tea bag, into teapot or favourite mug, 

we pour out our intercessions for a 

change of heart by politicians to put 

planet and people first.  

  

Stirring teabag, leaves or sugar we ask that 

you would stir in us a passion to take action, 

to do all we can at this critical hour to take 

care of our common home and amplify the 

call for climate justice.  

  

Drinking that first satisfying sip we 

give thanks for the day when ‘they 

will hunger no more, and thirst no 

more’*   

Infuse us with a strongly brewed vision of 

your creation healed and restored.   

  

Amen  

  

#AmenToClimateJustice  

*Revelation 7:16 
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NORTHERN EDIBLES QUIZ 

1.Which bakery starred Sylvester Stallone, Robert de Niro and, most 

recently, George Clooney, in their adverts? 

2. A famous, very popular, fruity sweet was invented in Nelson in the 19th 

century.  What are they? 

3. Which very well-known Lancashire dish was originally made using 

oysters? 

4. Which traditional lozenges were first created in Fleetwood in 1865? 

5. Which local town is the origin of a favourite fruit-filled pastry cake which 

is eaten with butter? 

6. Which American fast-food company established its first UK branch in 

Preston in 1965? 

      7. Which one of the three Lancashire cheeses is the most recent creation? 

      8. What local brewery sells beer named after birds? 

9.  Which town is home to the traditional black pudding? 

10. Which famous coastal town is famous for its cockles and potted 

shrimps? 

11. In 1864 where were Victory V lozenges first manufactured? 

12. Blanket, honeycomb and ladies are 3 examples of which type of food? 

13. Where can the local treacle mines be found?!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers are on Page 13 
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NOTES FROM THE TREASURER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DETAILS REMOVED FOR THE WEBSITE 
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Church Garden – an update 

As part of our ‘A Rocha ECO-Church’ application, we have been doing some work on the 

church garden.  You may well have noticed that for a long time there have been a lot of 

weeds in the beds on the path leading from the car park to the front of the church building.   

Mal lent us his rotovator so that we could properly turn over the soil and take out the 

weeds.  There were four of us who went up to give it a try, and we were very excited to see 

it work really well, and the soil was in quite good condition!  Heartened by our progress, we 

ordered 2 tons of bark to mulch one of the beds.  Guided by advice on the internet, we did 

the calculations and we were very glad when the timber merchant came up with the same 

answer!  The bags were delivered by wagon at 8 o’clock one morning.   

Eight of us gathered an hour later to 

spread the bark on the bed, and we are 

pleased to report that it is now ready 

for planting.  A lot of the primroses have 

been replanted on the grassy slope 

bordering the car park.   The plans for 

the opposite bed are as follows:  to 

plant a border of sunflowers at one end.  

These are being grown by a couple from 

memory café.  We also plant to 

establish a herb patch, and also to 

install raised beds for vegetable 

growing.  We plan to make the garden 

as low-maintenance and sustainable as 

possible.  Once the restrictions have 

been eased, and you think you would 

like to come along to help, please don’t 

hesitate to let us know.   You would be 

more than welcome! 

ooooo0ooooo 

 

Isn’t Mother Nature wonderful?  

 These swans were making sure their 

cygnets kept safe as they swam in the 

beautiful Water Gardens at Fountains 

Abbey, near Ripon. 
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WORDS ENDING IN ‘SHIP’ 

1.Handwriting in ink 

2. The period spent together before marriage 

3. The skill of guiding people 

4. A competition at an elite level 

5. Sells and services automobiles 

6. Belong to a club 

7. Be awarded funds towards one’s education 

8. Quality of handmade item 

9. Difficult times 

10. UFOs 

11. The connection between people 

12. A close bond between two people 

13. The act of changing or suppressing speech or writing. 

14. Smaller than a city 

15. The bond between family 

16. The Hindenburg or Zeppelin 

17. To show good manners in sport 

18. A judge or person with a title 

 

(Source:  Golden Carers’ website https://www.goldencarers.com) 

 

Answers on Page 13 
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OUR MAGGIE 

Like many of you I have spent more time during lockdown in our garden and bird watching through 

the patio window.  At our house bird watching and membership of the RSPB started when mother 

came to live with us in 1999.  Feeders were installed and she could watch through the patio window in 

the extension built for her. I grow more like her every day. Over the years I have seen 36 different 

breeds. We rent an additional grass plot, which fits Jane Austen's description of a "small wilderness" 

that makes do as a garden and the adjoining land is uncultivated.  

Magpies are not really a favourite and there are too many of them, but lockdown gave me an 

opportunity to observe their family life.  I knew that they were smart or "resourceful birds", as I 

recently read, because I had seen them dipping dried up food in the bird bath to soften it for eating.  

Last year a pair produced 3 offspring- one with a damaged wing (our Maggie).  Although it could not 

fly, the parents diligently fed it.  It was distinctive so the whole family could be identified.  At night it 

sheltered in bushes behind our neighbour's back fence. During the day the family kept together. Our 

neighbours were also concerned about Maggie.  After a few months, I noticed Maggie hopping up 

from branch to branch to climb a large ash tree nearly to the top and was joined by another, probably a 

sibling.  In autumn we saw the same behaviour, but this time we were astonished when Maggie 

launched off from the top of the tree and, with a strong following wind, flew rapidly across our garden 

and the land next door.  Now, over 12 months later, Maggie can even get "lift" off the ground. 

 

 

 

I have had another encounter with a bird that could not get "lift" off the ground.  Our daughter, Lydia, 

lived in Lossiemouth on the Moray Firth.  There are 2 noise nuisances there- RAF aircraft and in 

nesting herring gulls.  Most homes have gulls nesting on the roof unless they have installed stone owls 

or raptors as a deterrent.  On this occasion the parents had pushed off their offspring, but it did not 

manage to fly.   While we were there it spent seemingly fruitless hours running along the low front 

garden wall  to try and get "lift".  A parent came daily to feed it and it slept in a flowerbed in the back 

garden.  Later the parent moved it to a nearby patch of wasteland.  Eventually it disappeared, but the 

next year a herring gull came back to sleep in the same flowerbed. 

My own concerns about lack of "lift" came when I had a holiday job at a forerunner of British 

Aerospace doing French translation.  I knew nothing about aircraft apart from the unwanted, 

potentially top secret, scribbled designs that my best friend's father, a senior executive, rolled into 

balls for their cat to play with.  On my first day at work the supervisor drew me an aeroplane with 

various parts named in French and English. One day I translated a piece about concerns over whether 

the plane would "lift" off the ground when fully loaded.  It was a great relief when I subsequently 

learnt that the Jaguar's maiden flight was successful. 

Sometimes we don't realise what we are capable of, but with faith, hope and love, who knows?  

Hilda 

 

 

Note from Editor:   In the Easter edition of ‘Letters from Lockdown’, the poem ’It Didn’t Seem 
Reet’ was incorrectly ascribed to Iris Gascoigne for ‘researching’ it. I have no idea who sent the 
poem to me but…..thank you to whoever it was! 
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TUESDAY @ 2 

In March 2020, it became necessary to cancel Tuesday @ 2 meetings when 

Lockdown began due to the Covid virus. Little did we know then how long this 

situation was going to last! 

In February this year, thanks to the magic of Zoom, we were able to commence 

meeting via our computer, laptop, iPad or other screen although, unfortunately, not 

all our T @ 2 members have these facilities to be able to join in.    

During our first session, 21 people enjoyed listening to Lockdown tales as several 

members kindly regaled us as to how they had kept busy since last March.  

In March, 21 members listened to John Ball, who is a volunteer with The Lancashire 

Wildlife Trust, speak on ‘Wildflowers in Lancashire’.  How amazing it was to learn the 

amount of different wild flowers which grow on our doorsteps here in our own county. 

 

 

 

 

 

April’s T @ 2 meeting welcomed Judy Rogers, a Community Worker with the 

Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust. Her talk was entitled ‘People and the DALES’. The 

Millennium Trust’s work began in 2009. It is an outreach project 

in the Yorkshire Dales engaging with diverse and disadvantaged 

members of communities from predominantly urban areas to 

enable people to get out of the city and into the countryside for 

health and wellbeing. More information can be found by 

Googling www.peopleandthedales.org   23 people, including 

guests from other churches in Blackburn and in Darwen joined 

the meeting. 

Brian Healey’s talk in May was entitled ‘Faberge and the last of 

the Romanovs’. 23 folks enjoyed hearing about the history of 

how Faberge items were made and also the connection to the 

Romanov family. Brian was very interesting, sharing his 

extensive knowledge of the subject through marvellous slides. 

One of our members showed off her own Faberge egg although 

this one had, no doubt, not broken the bank as the originals 

would have. 

At the next T @ 2 meeting in June we will welcome Keith Sowerbutts who is going to 

give us ‘A Taste of the Orient (Part 1)’. July’s session has yet to be confirmed. 

Our thanks go to Mal, our Community Minister, who has hosted these Zoom 

meetings and who knows - we could soon be meeting up in person for the T @ 2 

sessions but until then we’ll continue to see you on Zoom.                                        

Anne. 

http://www.peopleandthedales.org/


 12 

Adam Woodhouse 

You will remember that Adam Woodhouse is going to be our new minister across the East Lancashire 

Missional Partnership.  We are really pleased to let you know that Adam’s ordination and induction to 

the partnership is going to be via Zoom on Saturday 17 July this year.   

Adam will be moving North at some stage during the early summer, and we are really looking forward 

to welcoming him! 

His first service at Revidge Fold, when you will have the opportunity to meet him, is on Sunday 26 

September.   

---------------0------------- 

 

Do you have a telephone, a diary and a few spare 

hours? 

Do you enjoy talking to people and making them feel 

welcome in our church? 

If so, you could be just the person we need! 

We desperately need a PULPIT SUPPLY 

SECRETARY. 

If you have answered ‘YES’ to the 2 questions above,                              

then you have the essential requirements we are looking for. 

Think about it. Your church needs you. Please contact any of the Elders for 

further details. The Elders need you to help them. 

-----------------0--------------- 

We know that many of you save your plastic milk bottle 

tops so please keep up the good work and bring them to 

Revidge Fold. They go to Helmshore Terracycle in 

Rossendale, where they are weighed in, packaged up 

and sent to the Pathfinders Dog Charity in Scotland 

where the bottle tops are sold to be recycled. The 

money is used by the charity to train German Shepherd 

pups as guide dogs for the blind.  As the bottle tops are 

prevented from going into landfill, it’s WIN, WIN all the 

way! 
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Message from Lena and Colin Talbot 

What a lovely surprise to hear from Elizabeth and Maurice and then to have them bring an 

Easter Goodie bag from 'Team Revidge.' 

What wonderful people you are. Letters from Lockdown to read with Mal's Thought for the 

Week - a brilliant puppet sketch and a Maundy Thursday and Easter Day service. There 

were chocolate eggs in handmade chicks to eat, lovely bookmarks with Elizabeth's beautiful 

poem which touched my soul and made me cry. The seeds are planted in a pot in the garden 

(next to the rose the Uniformed Groups gave me.) 

It was great to read that Church may be able to open again for Worship in June and it will be 

wonderful when we can meet again face to face. Meanwhile love and blessings as always to 

everyone and thanks again 'TEAM REVIDGE!!!!'                                                           Lena and Colin 

~~~~~~~~~~0~~~~~~~~~ 

A big THANK YOU to all the ladies who 

have knitted scarves for the Inner Wheel 

Cumbrian Challenge. We had a grand total of 

32 scarves,. That should keep some 

Homeless people warm next winter. Thank 

you, too, for the knitted squares towards 

blankets for the International Aid.  

 

 We are very grateful for your support. Put 

your knitting needles away for the summer 

and enjoy the lovely weather we are all 

waiting for. 

 

Margaret Metcalfe 

Blackburn Inner Wheel 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~0~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Quiz Answers 

Lancashire Edibles    1.Warburton’s Bread      2. Jelly Babies     3. Oysters     4. Fisherman’s 

Friends    5. Chorley             6. Kentucky Fried Chicken        7. Crumbly Lancashire          8. Bowland 

Brewery         9. Bury              10. Morecambe      11. Nelson       12. Tripe        13. Tockholes! 

Words ending in ‘ship’ 

1.Penmanship   2. Courtship     3. Leadership     4. Championship      5. Dealership                            

6. Membership       7. Scholarship         8. Craftmanship or Workmanship            9. Hardship                

10. Spaceship       11. Relationship         12. Friendship           13.  Censorship           14. Township          

15. Kinship        16. Airship           17. Sportsmanship           18. Lordship 
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PRAYERS                             

 

Prayer of Saint Boniface  (ca 672-754) 

Eternal God, the refuge and help of all your children, 

we praise you for all you have given us, 

for all you have done for us, 

for all that you are to us. 

In our weakness, you are strength, 

in our darkness, you are light, 

in our sorrow, you are comfort and peace. 

We cannot number your blessings, 

we cannot declare your love: 

For all your blessings we bless you. 

May we live as in your presence, 

and love the things that you love, 

and serve you in our daily lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

(St Boniface was an English missionary and reformer, who was often called the Apostle of 

Germany, because of his role in spreading the gospel in Germany) 

                                                         ………………………………………………………………… 

Father of all mankind, make the roof of my house wide enough for all 

opinions, oil the door of my house so it opens easily to friend and stranger, 

and set such a table in my house that my whole family may speak kindly and 

freely around it.  Amen. 

A prayer from Hawaii  (Source:  A Book of Prayers compiled by Sophie Piper 2002) 

                                                  ………………………………………………………… 

There is no place where God is not, wherever I go, there God is.  Now and 

always he upholds me with His power and keeps me safe in His love. Amen. 

Author unknown  (Source:  A Book of Prayers compiled by Sophie Piper 2002) 

http://www.freeimageslive.co.uk/free_stock_image/praying-hands-pencil-jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 15 

Zoom, Zoom, Zoom!! 
 
Mal has been working very hard indeed during these weeks of 
lockdown. He’s led Communion Services, Prayer Breakfasts, Prayer half 
hours and fortnightly Quiz Nights - all from his own home. This has 
been possible through a computer application called ‘Zoom’ whereby 
those who join the particular session can all see and hear each other. 
It’s not quite as good as meeting face-to-face but it’s good all the 
same! 
We know that some of our church family members don’t use computers  

but do have landline telephones or mobile phones in their own homes 
so……….if you are one of those folk and you would like to join Mal’s 
Zoom sessions and HEAR what’s going on (and be heard by the others 
who are taking part), here’s what you need to do……..all from the 
comfort of your own home, using your own phone! 
 
For Mal’s Zoom sessions, follow these 5 easy steps: 
 
1. Dial ONE of these phone numbers:  (if the first number is engaged, 
    try one of the other numbers).  

         
    0203 481 5240    or    0203 901 7895    or    0203 051 2874    or 
    0203 481 5237    or    0131 460 1196    
    (Any of these numbers will work)          Local phone rates apply.  
 

2.  You will be asked to type Mal’s MEETING ID number followed by 
     the hash key. Type in 382 778 1186# on your phone keypad. 
 

3.  Now you will be asked to enter your participant ID number  
     or TO CARRY ON, PRESS HASH KEY. Type in # 
 

4. You will then be asked to enter MEETING PASSWORD followed by  
    the hash key.  Type in 838674# 
 

5.  Now you will receive a message that says you will be transferred to  
     the Zoom Meeting where the host (Mal) will ‘admit’ you. Soon you 
     will hear all the other people who have joined the Zoom meeting 
     and you will be able to join in.(unfortunately you will not be able to 
     see the others but to hear their voices, and to chat, will be good) 
 
6.  If you are asked to ‘MUTE YOURSELF’, press *6 on your telephone 

keypad. If you are asked to ’UNMUTE YOURSELF’, press the same *6. 


